From:

Subject:

City of Long Beach Memorandum

Working Together to Serve

April 26, 2017

Federal Legislation Committee Members

‘éatrick H. West, City Managerﬁ_w-'

March — April 2017 Federal Legislative Report

Attached for your information, is a report from Dentons, the City’s federal legislative
advocates in Washington DC. This report provides insight into the President’s first
100 days in office, as it relates to the City of Long Beach. Specifically, we are
monitoring:

e Executive orders and memoranda
e President's FY 18 budget
e Federal FY 17 funding

Please contact Diana Tang, Manager of Government Affairs, at (562) 570-6506 if
you have any questions.

cc: Mayor and Members of the City Council
Tom Modica, Assistant City Manager
Anitra Dempsey, Interim Deputy City Manager
All Department Directors
Rebecca Jimenez, Assistant to the City Manager
Diana Tang, Manager of Government Affairs
Dentons

Attachment
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MEMORANDUM

To: Diana Tang
From: Dentons
Date: April 24, 2017

Subject:  Washington Update

Overview

Congress returns from its two-week Spring recess with the threat of a government shutdown looming, a
full-court press by the White House to pass an Obamacare repeal-and-replace bill in the House (without a
pathway in the Senate for the House text to pass) and President Trump's symbolic 100th day in office
less than a week away. One can expect the first week and, in fact, much of the pre-August recess
session, to be marked by heated rhetoric, frenzied cable news reporting, presidential tweets castigating
perceived roadblocks—and little change in the dynamics of the legislation process. Namely, big legislative
initiatives are increasingly hard to pass through the House in a form palatable to the Senate. Which is to
say the outlook for tax reform, a transportation package (the President in February called on Congress to
invest $1 trillion in America's roads, airports and rail lines), let alone Obamacare repeal-and-replace grow
murkier with each passing news cycle. Meanwhile, the administration, in an attempt to work past
Congressional stagnation, will increasing rely on the use of executive orders and the Congressional
Review Act, although in mid-May, the latter will cease to be a viable option for thwarting former President
Obama's final regulatory agenda.

To borrow a line from our President about the repeal-and-replace effort, and apply it to the difficulty of
turning campaign promises into legislative victories, that is while wildly out of context, is nevertheless apt:
"Nobody knew [this] could be so complicated."

The Trump administration

As the administration closes in on its first 100 days, themes, both intended and not, have begun to
emerge. The CEO in charge of government. The man of the people taking his unfiltered message directly
to his fellow Americans. The man of his word fulfilling campaign promises with a sure sense of direction.
These are just some of the binding motifs that have been cultivated by the administration and its
supporters. These are in stark conflict with the unintended themes (or memes) that have led to so many
sleepless nights for Press Secretary Sean Spicer: The President unfamiliar with the mechanisms of
government who's learning on the job. The judiciary as bulwark, checking executive overreach as the
President attempts to make good on his campaign promises. The administration struggling to govern as
internal conflicts seek to moderate the President's stated positions. There is some irony in the fact that
the President, his press secretary and his closest advisors have been mocked mercilessly by the
Saturday Night Live cast, heirs to the original "Not Ready for Prime Time Players," as the administration
has itself been accused by detractors and, increasingly, its supporters, as not ready for prime time.






